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Laura Gordon
Joomla Background

● Worked with Joomla since 2005
● Coordinated Joomla events in NY / NJ 

since 2009
● Coordinated JDAYUSA since 2021

Professionally

● Manage many Public Library Websites
● Work for Rutgers, manage 120 Joomla 

sites
● RytechSites.com

Fun Facts

● We own a Roller Coaster Camp: 
ThrillCoasterTours.com

● I was born in New York, we have lived in 
New Jersey since 1995

● I’ve been married for 30 years
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https://www.google.com/url?q=http://rytechsites.com&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1759590837077226&usg=AOvVaw0nLUHqnNU3hn5m0Hvy5eV7
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://thrillcoastertours.com&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1759590837077417&usg=AOvVaw2oszxnKzeUaCOKm4y43azi


JDAYUSA April 29 - May 02 2026

Details

● Delray Beach Florida, ALOFT Hotel
● Walking Distance to shops, 

restaurants
● 45 Minute drive from Fort Lauderdale 

or West Palm Beach Airport

Day 1  | April 29 - Coding / Intro Day

Day 2  | April 30 - Sessions / Bugs & Fun

Day 3 | May 1 - Sessions

Day 4 | May 2 - Fun Day in Florida

● a Day at the Beach or enjoy Shops
● We may plan an event depending on 

who wants to attend. JDAYUSA.COM
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What we will Cover Today

Design 
Workflow

What we 
Needed Tools we Used Build Display

Benefits / 
Walkthrough
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What we needed

● Existing Rutgers.edu/events system built on Drupal
● No event input system (all entries manual by event team)
● Event suggestions via Qualtrics form, then manual entry
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What we Needed
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Original Rutgers Page Display
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Our Goals
● Allow any Rutgers user (with valid email) to submit events
● Event Manager team approves before publishing
● Once approved, original creator cannot edit
● Clear communication between event creators & managers
● Modern filtering and display system
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Tools & Technology
● Joomla Core with custom fields & articles
● Latest News Enhanced Pro (by Olivier Buisard, 

simplifyyourweb.com ) for event display & filtering
● Joomla Workflow & Workflow Email Templates

with plugins by Benjamin Trenkle & Martina Scholz -  Wicked 
Software, https://shop.wicked-software.de/Shop/

● MiniOrange Shibboleth Login for Rutgers authentication
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Event Structure

● Categories: Events, Upcoming Events, Alumni Events
● Event Date Fields:

○ Event Date (Calendar)
○ Start Time, End Time (ACF Time Picker, creating new field)

● Event Detail Field:
○ Short Description, Event Type, Audience, Department / 

Unit / Center
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Front-End Display

● Calendar-based layout
● Events grouped by category (e.g., Alumni Events)
● Custom fields displayed: Date, Time, Description
● “Add to Calendar” integration Plugin
● Pagination for easy navigation
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SAS - NEW - Page Display
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Build Display

https://eventmanager.cloudaccess.host/

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://eventmanager.cloudaccess.host/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1759590838909070&usg=AOvVaw0M7ndqII2jrmb80gDYWDHj


Use of Latest News Enhanced
SimplifyYourWeb.com | Latest News Enhanced Pro
Menu Item Setup

Criteria
- can filter off of Custom Date Field (Using a RANGE)
- select event category

Ordering
- Group by Category, Order by Custom Date Field

Layout
- Use Calendar Header display (can determine what is in header)
- Link goes to WEB LINK custom field (to go directly to event site)

Information
- Select specific fields / formats
- Collapsible Layout (Custom plugin in template)
- Add to Calendar (additional plugin with LNE)
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Build Display

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://simplifyyourweb.com&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1759590838981879&usg=AOvVaw2rk9GFlBEHBQOm3zYLNx88


Workflow - Features
● Automatic emails on transitions
● Event Managers vs. Authors get different templates
● Custom notes included in approval/modification emails
● User assignment changes to Event Manager after approval
● Authors cannot edit after approval
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Design Workflow

14



Workflow System

● Stages: 
○ In Review, Needs Modifications, On Hold, Trashed, 

Unpublished, Published
● Transitions: 

○ Request for Approval → Review
○ Approve → Published
○ Request Modifications → Returned to Author
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Transition: Request for Approval

● Event Author Creates an 
Event

● It goes into the status of 
Request for Approval

● An email will go out to
○ Event Author
○ Event Manager Group
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Transition: Approve of Event
● Event Manager
● Current Stage: Event in Review | 

Target Stage: Published
● Publishing State: Published
● Notification EMAIL

○ Send to Event Manager Group → 
Event was approved

○ Send to AUTHOR of event → 
Event was approved

○ Option to STORE extra Text, this 
will add additional information to 
the email that is sent
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Transition: Approve of Event
● User Assignment

○ This is a new plugin, the user is changed to the CURRENT 
USER (Event Manager)

○ This way the original author can no longer change the event
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Login & User Process

● Shibboleth login via MiniOrange
● Auto account creation for valid Rutgers staff
● User is added to the Event Author User Group
● Once logged in, users can submit events for approval
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Email Templates
● Notification plugin (wicked software)
● Custom workflow templates
● Separate messaging for Managers and Authors
● Ability to store extra notes in approval/denial emails
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Event Management
● Using LNE Pro, created menu item to MANAGE all events
● Display table view, can select any custom fields for display
● Can sort by custom fields
● Added filter option for Workflow Stages
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Request Modifications for Event

● If we find that the event has some issues with it, we can send 
the event back to the author letting them know what needs to 
be adjusted before we publish it.

● This will put the state of the event in ‘unpublished’ status, and 
an email will go out to the author requesting for changes to be 
made.

● The user assignment will remain as the original author of the 
event.
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Benefits

● Streamlined event submission & approval
● Decentralized contributions with centralized control
● Automated communication with creators
● Enhanced event browsing with filters & calendar view
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Benefits / Walkthrough
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Walkthrough

● Login to system - Add new event
● Logout
● Login as Event Manager - Approve Event
● Verify that user changed, event appears on home page
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Benefits / Walkthrough
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Test System: https://eventmanager.cloudaccess.host/

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://eventmanager.cloudaccess.host/&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1759590839705449&usg=AOvVaw3UYM8UbwHjjnwiNXzCJ4f2


Rutgers 
School of Arts and Sciences 

Event Manager System

Questions?
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Rutgers 
School of Arts and Sciences 

Event Manager System

Thank you!

Contact:
Laura Gordon

rytech123@gmail.com

https://rytechsites.com
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